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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT ^ 

Memorandum 



to : Director, FBI 

» s 

4*^/ SAC, 



date: September 21, 1961 



Birmingham (105-0) 



subject: JOHN^BIRCH SOCIETY 
IS - X 



On Sentemhar 1Q. lQ6l . Mra.f 

.Alabama, advised 
"Pre-adom ffowim" afc 

1 L 



that she attended a meeting of the 

£h£_Municipal Auditorium in Birmingham, on 

J She said this was an open meeting and attended 



by well known Birmingham people. She stated she believes 
it was at this meeting that somebody got her name and 
later gave her an invitation to attend the JOHN BIRCH 
SOCIETY, on Tuesday, September 12, 1961, at which about 
100 people were present. 

A Mr. (PNU^I ~l whose store is 
I was 



on 



present;, a s well as 



A film featuring ROBERT WELCH, founder of this 
group, was shown. 'She said the film was about two—hcura. 
long and very boring. A speaker, whose name Mrs. 



could not recall, told the members present that they 
should not refer to themselves as Americans, but as 
"Patriots". This speaker said that the organization 
works in cells of about eight to ten people in a cell. 



Mrs. 



said she believes this group is 
un-American or against this country, but has nothing 
specific to offer in this regard. She stated she thinks 
they are conservative and are against heavy spending by 
the Federal Government for armaments, etc. 



Mrs. I p aid she believes the JOHN BIRCH 

SOCIETY in Birmingham was organized at a meeting prior 
to the one she attended. She said she has not joined, 
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C. 



^Cfe^> Bureau 1 ^ RM ) , 



m. 
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10 SEP 85 1961 



K k ^rnoA me* ALL INFORMATION CONTAIN^ 

55 SEP 2 9 ^W&S^F^ 



although she was given an application blank. She said 
she does not know the names of any of the officers. 

No investigation will be made concerning 
this organization. Any further information -received 
willA>e forwarded to the Bureau, for information. 



4-528 



CHANGED TO 



OtC201966 



ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 



owkwm ro*M mo. 10 

5010-104-01 



PVERNMENT 



- $ -^ITfiD STATES ^\ 

^Memorandum 
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TO 



DIRECTOR, FBI (6^-104401) 



date: 



Mr* 'BvAhs - 
9/19/61rn^ ! 




SAC, DALLAS (100-10402) 



Subject: 



JOHN BIRCH SOCIETY 
MISCELLANEOUS - DC0 
INFORMATION CONCERNING Ktlr 



Texas , 

on 8/22/6 lT'a^Vtsed 'SA^AMES %. LOTT oi the following Information: 




stated that on 



while attendin g a party 



at Abilene t Te xas he met 

SinimQiis ^U niversity., Abilene . Texas f and that nighty shared a 



room with 



the Sands Motel in Abilene 



became, involved in a d iscussion about world politics . and current'^ 



events and at this time [ 

selected to join an org anization which [ 



Of the 1 organization -was [ 
It 



had been 

The name 
Estat e d that ^ 



r. . stated 

thatl [advised that trie' tmrnose of the organization was to 

f-ight communism . | m _^^_^ [ had been given 

a background investigation and had been selected to assume the ( 
| , , . I Texas Ter>.hn<*1r»H<r 

College. 1 | that the I p ij 



I the "communist activi ties q& the professoi 
also advised I L t&at rnp JLnf ormatior^ 



of that college" • 

so furnished would be processed through the fathe r ^chan ne Is of 
the Government and that there would be times &fikn | I would hay^bj 
to attest to such information by makin g affid^V^ts before Agents^ 



of the FBI."||advised that | | told him 

of the organization he would be allowed to car 
.iiave the serial numbers filed off of it a: 




at *&a a member 
giA^which 
tn< 



in fKe event 

had to use the gun to kill a Communist the FBI would make 
here was/ trouble about it since the FBI had files on all 



sure 

members of the organization". 



further advised that on 
home "he re ceived a telephone call from 




while a t his 
in which 



S-2 t Bure'SW/ 
j Dall as 



A to come tp_Jib_ilene for a meeting at the coffee shop 
_ , s Motel. | | advised that he drove to Abilene and 
SCt the Sands Mpi^ir 



A" 1 



MP^ty ab^ut 5:00 PM that day. As he entered- 

0 1 




DL 100-a04t>2 








i i * 

the coffee shop he \was contactedjfc^ 




, who 



told f 

and tha t he had been sent to meet 
] treated him to a st< 




lAHlene Chrl stian^oiiege 



him since he had never met| 
told I I to go out and igel 

lie down on the floor and th at he J 1 woulc ~*~w~ vv 

Organizatioris ^eadqt^tter^^ I I then advised that he complied 
ivith this request' and that afte r a lo ng drive he was told he could 



1 advised Ithat 

er and that this surp rised 
before * Af ter_jdinn£r 
black se at of I 
a 



car jana 
drive to the 



get up jand get out of the car. I 
townJifi_ttas In but he is sure IITm 
* ledd lout of "the c ar and into a 

H ere, I 



did not lenow what part of 
still in Abilene 



land another ind 
^advised that at 



r. 



vidual introduced only as 

this time he was told by f | tnat %ne Organi sation wjur " 

involved in "Waging germ warfare ugainst Cuba" , [~ l advlsed 
that he was then "taken into a small room at the back of the 
I I and was photographed and fingerprinted by 

He was also told to write a sentence in longhand 



so that it 




be submitted to the Orga nization * s handw&ting expert* 

]was carrying a revolver 



advised that at this 
oulder bolster and 



time 



fin s 

hanging from the wall* 



ilia±, he saw another rev olver 



then advised -that 



piver in 
I I 



a holster 



told him 



to sit down so that he could find out more about the organisation, 

members from 



xtie students ^t Texas Tech, £aca new memoer was to pay $25.00 
upon joining and ff l.OO per month duesj all mo nies payable t< 

jAbilene Christian Coll ege, \ 



\£ if tv members at Texas Tech. f 



i 



that it would be ^ 

Agents to come t6 Texas Teen ana speaK o n "the subject 



] contact xormer yjji 



activities the tmtted .stat 
hear a rumor that]_ 



then said that 




es. , . 

1 was dishonorably discharged xrom 

the Marine Corps and that Jtxe had ,once been arrested in Abilene 

J then advised that these 
ngs were arranged by 

the FBI . 



unist 
might 



(Texas u Tfechnilogical College, Lubbock, Texas and that he has 
always b^en interested in fighti ng Commu nism land would like to 
become an iniormant for the FBI • | [ attempted to recruit members 
for, the organization at the Texas Tech ^campus with no success. 



4 
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He then advised that he began to doubt that the organization 
Tiad any, legitimate connection with the FBI and he -thou ght 
that he should speak, to an Agent of the FBI about it. I 
advised that lie knows l 

Hardin Simmons U niversity and that he is 3Ln nis| 



b6 



b6 
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The following descriptions were furnished by 



Name 

Age 

Race 

Sex 

Height 

Weight 

Build 

Hair 

Eyes 

Complexion 
Occupation 

Residence ■ 



Name 

Age 

Race 

Sex 

Height 

Weight 

Build 

Hair 

Complexion 
Occupation 

Residence 



White 
Male 

6' ■ - 

200 lbs. 

stocky 



Brown 

Pair 



____ Hardin-Simmons Uaftwrsity 
Abilene, Texas , 

Hardin-Simmons *Jnl3r©rsity 



WhTEi 

Male 
5' 10" 
165 lbs. 
Medium 



Fair 



Abilene Christian College, 
Abilene, " Texas 
Texas 



Name 

Height 

Race 

Sex 

Weight 

Hair 

Build 

Eyes , 



Unsub, aka. 

White 
Male 

165 pounds 
Brown 
Slender 
Brown 
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Name 

Race 

Sex 

Height 

Weight 

Build 

Eyes 

Hair 

Completion 
Occupation 
Residence 
Telephone # 



TO^e 

M£e 

sat)" 

165 pounds 
Medium 
Brown 
Brown 
Fair 

Texas Tech, 
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Lubbock, Texas 
Texas , 




^AC, Dallas (100-10402) 

„j- Director, FBI (62-104401) 

JOHN BIRCH SOCIETY 
INFORMATION CONCERNING 
(INTERNAL SECURITY) 



1 - Mr. Kleinkauf 

September 29, 1961 




from 



■flsurlet 9/19/61 rfmnrtl pg information rec eived 

Texas, concerning I 



the John Birch Society." 



jwnicn was described as 



? u *" eau indices are WntivA ™n^»™->~,» 



ences identifiable with! 

The f ilesjof the Identification Division disclose that. 
was arre sted by the Police Department, Abilene, Texas, on" 
I |on a charge of theft. At th« ti»A of .m^i 

J Texas. 



' jj 1 „ ""i_s«i2±2La At the tiraft of «i»w>p* bis 

address was listed asl 1 
The Police Department's arrest number was! 



was released to the county, no disposition being 



shown in connection with his arrest. 

You are Instructed to contact 
adviSe him that the statements made bvf 
connection between the IBI and 1 



Fonr 

>n beii 



Immediately and 
]larii eating a 



_ . . — — ■ the "FBI 

would make sure there was no trouble" if | | used a gun to 
fcill a com m unist "since the FBI had f ileson all members of 



oiscnarge" 



; and the FBI had arranged for a dishonorable 
if> Marin* .Corps u a an arrest for stealing 
are completely false and without 



iS^Jfii 0 ;^ * Tou * hou l d aake certain "he" understands "th island 
* ny l? tion "W* *» °* behalf of "The 

SSSSE^ III Sit 0 ™ actlons " d are aot 
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v 



University, and 



I 



Abilene Christian 



college, ooth scnooxs oeing lo cated in Abilene. Texas. 



JHK:mar Oft r 
(4) ~ C * 



DGT « 



■8 ^ W 

C0MM-F31 



teujtyps unit O 
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SAC, Dallas 

Ret John Birch Society 
62-104401 



and 



should be told in no uncertain terms to cease 



b7C 



b6 and desist from making any statements such as those set out 
above and referred to in relet, indicating the Bureau is in 
agreement with or in back of any of their activities. They 
should also be apprised of the, Bureau's responsibilities in 
the Internal security field and admonished to refrain from 
engaging in any activities which would encroach on and 
interfere with our responsibilities » 

The above interview should be handled promptly 
and the Bureau immediately furnished the results thereof. 



- 2 - 



L 




b6 
b7C 



October 2, 1961 

INFORMAL MEMO TO WILLIAM S. TAVEL ST" ^ JjJ 
FROM C. D; DE LOACH 



V, 

0 

v 



This memorandum is being prepared « 
so the attached material can.be placed in the appropriate 
Bureau file. The item has a card attached to it, 
furnishing all necessary data for indexing and filing. 



Enclosure ^/ 
' 73/ fee £ cfoc/^ 



7? 
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REC-39 



CL. BEHIND. FILE 




20 OCT 4 1961 




(2) 



58 OCT 9 136 1 



ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 



HEREIN IS UUCLASSI£II 




In Reply, Please Refer to 

File No. 



i 



UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OFTUSTICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

.Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 
October 3*' ^961 



THE JOHfl BIRCH SOCIETY, INC. 

By undated letter prlntje%~on letterhead of The John Birch 
Society, Incorporated, ^hich was addressed to "Dear Fellow 
American, ".2. R.YCecil, 1 Chapter Leader, Plttsburgh^ftapter 
The JoIn^rW"So*cl^^ ' 
"f ouo&r of" ThVToTxnHBrrch Society, would *peaiTM*Tms!JUflgfc,- 
Pennsylvania, o'n^e^nesMy "eventng, October 11, '2961, at 
8:00 p.m. In the Xeoture Hall of the Carnegie Institute at 
4400 Forbes Avenue. 

The above letter continued that Mr. Welch's subject would be 
"Through All the Days To Be" and that the recipient was 
invited as one whom the society believed shared Its concern 
for America ' s future and freedom everywhere, to hear this 
challenging address* 

The letter stated that admission would be by ticket only; 
that there. would be a seat for every ticket holder, and 
that questions from the audience would be welcome. A 
donation of $1.00 per ticket which ^was to go entirely toward 
the financing, and expansion of the non-profit John Birch 
Society was to be sent to Z. R. Cecil, Agent, or to The 
John Biroh Society. 

On .November 7, 1957, a law enforcement officer in the Pittsburgh 
area furnished a pamphlet Issued by "For America, 1001 
Connecticut, N.\W>, Washington 6, D. C." which indicated 
that one ^^^Jmss^X. of Pennaxtonla was a member of the 
National "Tolicy T Ownmi t tee of "For America." 

According to the above pamphlet, "For America" was described 
as a patriotic, nonpartisan, free association of Americans. 
The association was said to stand for states' rights, 
competitive enterprise, private property and individual 
liberty* and was opposed to all moves toward Internationalism, 
fascism, socialism, atheism, and communism. 

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions 
of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to 
your agency; it and Its contents are not to be distributed 
outside your agency. 
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UNITED STATES G^- 

1 Memorandum 



1RNMENT 



TO 
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Director., FBI 



SAC, Pittsburgh (62-2670) 



date: 10/3/61 



THE JOHN BIRCH SOCIETY 
INFORMATION CONCERNING 
(INTERNAL SECURITY) 



Enclosed are five copies of a letterhead memorandum concerning 
a meeting to be held by captioned organization at Pittsburgh 
on 10/11/61. 

The undated letter mentioned in the memorandum was received 
unsolicited via the U. S. Mails by SA BERNARD W. CASHDOLLAR r ^~' 
of this office. The law enforcement officer referred to in 
said memorandum is CHARLES J. HELWIG, who in 1957 and currently } 

was and is Chief of Police at Oakmont, JEa- flhiPf HFT.WTfi 

furnished the pamphlet mentioned to SA 

(PG 105-1839-4) 

It is noted that the Pittsburgh files al so Indicate that one 
ZACK CECIL (no further Identifying data) 



former 

Philadelphia Office informants, to appear oerore a sp.naftft 

Internal Security Subcommittee in Washington, D. C, L 

(Philadelphia teletype to Bureau. 10/31/55, captioned^ 



b6 
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FORMER SECURITY INFORMANTS"; 



In view of the nature of this information and the fact that 
it is not definitely know that the ZACK CECIL is identical 
with the Z. R. CECIL referred to in the letterhead memorandum, 
this latter information has not been incorporated into the 
memorandum. 

No investigation is being conducted by this office. 
C REC- 98 



^J- Bureau (Encs. 5)(RM) 
jL - Pittsburgh 
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3L6 OCT A 



62 OCT 6 1981 \^ 





r- 



STATES Gd. 

emomndum 
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FROM 



The Director 



N. P. Callahan 



DATE 



subject: The Congressional Record 



Pages A7720-A7722. Coo2res3mwi Rousselot^R) California, 
exited his remarks to include sn article entitled w Tho 3t>l&vXtt^ gacf ttf* 

1881, Issuo ol tlio Civic Aifaira Moathly, 
Associates, Inc. Mr. Eoussclot pointed out 
aniioca Umtpcoplohavoanc^portunlty 
know 12m» strong points o! tha society as well as its vnlntrabtltties In order tfe&t 
taey may coaao to aa independent evaluation oi tha society. " 



"'I 



NOT RECORDED "' * 

- 1 * OCT 4 -we, \*y 
ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED v " b6 ' ^ 

HEREIN 1$ UKCLASSISgJ) , b7C 

DAIE V J&£^ 



in the original of a memorandum captioned and dated as above, the Congressional 2 

Becbrd for was reviewed and pertinent items were «* 

marked for the Director's attention. This.form has been prepared in order that a 

pordbns of <x copy of the original memorandum may bedipped, mounted, and placed ss 

in appropriate Bureau case or subject matter files. o 

58 00T9 1961 I 



Mr. ToUon 
Mr. Bflmon 
Mr. Mohr, 
Mr. Callahun 
Mr- Co»j 
Mr. btljoj 
Mr. Evas 
Mr. Malone 
Mr. Ro$en<^ 
Mr. Sullivan 
Mr. Tavel^ 
Mr. Trotter*, 
Tefo Room 




Mr. Ingram 

Miss fiftw^y 



to , ( 



CO 



o 
o 
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UNITED STATES GO'tt'^j^T 

Memorandum 

to : Mr. De Loach 
from \ D. C Morrell 



date: 10-4-61 



subject; 
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CALIFi)JBMA_,,, 



advised that 



By letter 9-29-61, captioned individual/ 

former Vice President Nixon quoted from a recent address of the Director 
regarding the error of assuming that anyone who does no t agree with us is a 
communist or pro-communist. According to l I Nixon gave this answer 

in response to a question concerning whether he would welcome support from 
members of the Johngfrch Society. Correspondent stated the obvious implication 
was that the John Birch Society is guilty of the acts 1 the Director referred to and 
inquired if this conclusion was correct. b6 

b7C 

Correspondent also remarked on the contrast of the Director's 
"solicitude" for those who are wrongfully la beled commu nists r but failed to find 
the same concern for those labeled Fascist. I H wondersif this is part 

of the "Double Standard" referred to in* "The New Drive Against the Anti-Communist 
Program." 

Bufil es contain n o information identifiable with correspondent. 



It would appear that 



is a sarcastic, dogmatic individual whose logic 



and reasoning are unsound and who apparently is looking for an argument. Further, 
he may be a member of the John Birch Society. It is felt nothing can be gained by 
acknowledging his letter and, in fact,, he might misuse any reply to cause potential 
embarrassment to the FBI. Accordingly, it is felt his letter should not be acknow 
edged. 

RECOMMENDATION: 



That correspondent's letter not be acknowledged. 



.^■JNPOHMATIOM CONTAINED 



(3) 



.7 
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m OCT 6 



620CT 11 19B^#f 



961 



'OCXIONAl KMUVNQ. 19 



RNMENT 



jhKveb STATES G^^S 

Memorandum 




SUBJECT 



DIRECTOR, FBI (62-104401;) 



SAC, DALLAS (100-10402) 



pate: ; 10 / 6/61 



JOHIT BIRCH SOCIETY 
INFORMATION CONCERNING (INTERNAL SECURITY) 



Remylet 9/19/61 and Bureau letter 9/29/61 uncler 
above title* 



/ 
a 



In the course of the handling of this matter as out- 
lined hereinafter, it was ascertained on 10/5/61 through Chief, 
of Police WARREN DODSON, NA, Abilene , Texas Police Department 
that the/ true name of the individual referred to in relets as 



named 
of theft 



le A DODSON said L 
J were 



all arrested on 



nd 
on 
nd 



a boy 
charges 
on ch 



InvolvaStf* the stealing of 

of burglary involvi ng a breaking into of premises at_ 

_J All were* su bsequentl y indicted on the theft 
charge bv the Gy and Jury and on | all three w ere given 

sentences on the theft Indictment. 



r ^re 



and | | were also indicted on the burglary charge, but not 

court action has ever been taken on this, and probably will 
not be unless the conditions of the boys 9 probation are broken, 
DODSON said. 



In view of the allegations 

a firearm in a sh oulder holster on hi s person, 
daJ^ furnished 



lent 
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has been seen with 
the detail of the 
was made known to him* 



was not identified to DODSON in this regard, and he was 
T toI^no, investigation of the matter has been made by the .FBI. 

It was further pointed out to ffr iAf nnnaov *h*» 
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he would probably know without being told 

do not have, and never have had, any connection with the FBI 
of any kind; that the Bureau has no knowledge of and cer.ta.ip ly 
lias not sanctioned or sponsored, anv 



tana tnar 
. . . , s olutelv 



no 



knowledge at the time of, the denr&dat ions 



g*<£ f apd[ 



were arrested in 

I 1 Pi** 



[ 



2) 



1 



f2)-Bureau, ; ■* r '„ ' 
^-^n^ Antonio (Enc. 

(6) 



y :i -A? *■ to/ 
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| ~| undesirable discharge 

from the U.S. Marine Corps. Chief D0DS0N said he, of course, 



had nothing whatever to do with 



Of 

He_said he would see the allegations concerning 
possibly being in possession of an? carrying, 



weapons were 'wide Known to proper authorities in Abilene. 



[ 



On 10/4/61 



Store. Abilene. 



J the Grissom Company, 14 th street 
IABRAY and KENNETH C. HOWE. He 



Abilene Christian College |_ 



j 



Without identifying the source there was sketched for 
him the deta ils of th e information rftoeived bv the Bureau to the 

effect he an d] I were, or had been, | |some sort 

of "Anti-Communist organization" and in connection tnerewith had 
made statements the FBI had knowledge of the matter, "would make 
sure there was no trouble" if difficulties were encountered, 
especially in connection with th e use of a gun, and had arranged 
for the v iolations of law he and l I had committed and for 

1 dishonorable discharge from the U.S. Marine Coops in 
furtherance of their organizational schemes. 



_ said he knew, of only one incident which would 

have given rise to the above, this bei ng on the occasion some 



was 



was in 

*«keri by 



I said 



bilene 



as 



six or eight weeks a go when a boy Iromf 
at the Invitation of 

to go through a certain "ritual" with him. _ 
that had all been drinking, and he looked upon the matter 
"a lark", and for the purpose of impinging this hov from l 

the reason -for this being unknown to him. | then describe 

the events of the evening much as had I batten ne reported the 
matter to the Dallas Office, except | | said he has np 



1 



recollection of the FBI being mentioned beyond the statement 
being made tha t an anti-Communist organization such as they 
"could be of use to the FBI • " 



It seemed apparent to the interviewing agents 
was "hedging" in the telling of his story, and he was informed 
as much. He was additionally told, however, that Agents were 
not there essentially for the purpose of "quizzing" him or attempting 
to prove or disprove the reports we had received, but for one 
purpose only, that purpose being to Inform him in no uncertain 
terms that the FBI will not tolerate its name being used without 
complete authority under any circumstances, or for any purpose, and 
that he should clearly understand this and govern himself , 
accordingly in the future* He was told the FBI has no interest 
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in his or l I activities so long as no federal laws are 

Violated and same did not encroach upon or interfere with our 
responsibilities, but in connection with any of them we will 
insist they studiously avoid giving anyone the impression, 
directly or indirectly, that the FBI is in any way involved in 
them, has sanctioned them, or is lending any support to them. 
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gald the bov re ferred to as 



one, 
Texa 

"the 
at 

here 'to 
said he 



was 



boy 
home* I 
th 



at Texas Universit y i n AusHn, 

, 1 i was using a hWfie™ia"boraWry in the home 

1 family in Abilene, ajid-JJL-xas—there he took 
] He said the | I family was not 



tba took 



Jsaid he left the room while ! ~| was talking 

ov. and does not know what was said* He 
boy to a second place, a room in 



the[ 



said L 



and this boy had a leng^Ey 



a business place on North Fir st stree t in Abilene for which 
had made arrangements* There [ a 
conversatlon f but, here again, 
position to overhear it* He 
believes a l, *45 ,< 



feaid he was not in a 



1 was wearing a gun, he 
in a shoulder ho lster* Where this gun had 

said he did not know. He 



been obtained by i , 

denied ever hating seen it Dei ore or since. 



i 



««« 



contacted telephonicaily at . 

~jat Hardln-Simmons C ollege . .Abi lene ■ 

ana suosequentiy came -to ana was interviewed at the Abilene 
Resident Agency on 10/4/61 by SAS COLEMAN MABRAY and KENNETH 
C * HOWE • 




upon being given the same detail as had 
also identified the incident from which this information 



had probably arisen as the occ asion When 



Abilene from 



feisited 



_ |wasnriot communicative in connection 

with the happenings of that evening, and was not pressed in that b6 
regard. He denied having made any statements which would even 
Imply the FBI was in any way involved, or that he had any 
connection or contact past or present with the FBI. 



1 was told, as had been| J the Agents were 

not talking to him to go over the occurrences of that evening, 
or any of his other activities, but wanted to specifically 
point out and emphasize to him, in view of the reports we had 
received, he is never, under any circumstances, to Bay any th Jig 
which will directly or indirectly indicate the FBI is in agreement 
with, in back of, or in any way supports or sanctions any of his 
activities; that any such statements by him or any other 
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unauthorized person will not be tolerated and could have 
unpleasant consequences. He was further told the FBI had no , 
interest in any organizational aspirations he might have so long 
as there was no violation of federal -law and bo interference with 
or encroachment upon our responsibilities, but that we ipould 
'insist the name of the FBI be kept out of the pddture completely 
in connection with any such program. 



or 



No question was left in the minds of either 



v „ las to what the Bureau's position in matters such as 

the above is, and the seriousness of the affair was throughly 
impressed upon them. They said, following the Interviews with 
them, they completely understood this. 



my relet 



as L 



laieft i>» on t^ 0 <! ^H-i virtual rftfarred to 



Texas, and a son of^Kj! 



aiv /the University of Texas. Austin; 

L le xas^ He advised the home in which 
was that ofl 



added he|[ 
there* 



]vthn has a small laborat ory ^ri TiJlS home. He said 

iTexas University, Au stin, but 



On 

residence inj_ 
to him the FBI 




] was not at home on the evening 



us tin, out 
g I I was 



Hor 
/1th 



was interviewed at his 

by SA JAMES^V.\ LOTf , and It was re-emphasized 
no manner involved in any activities of 
those of any other individuals whom he 



'might have met or with whom he might hav&come into contact 
while in Abilene, He w as told anv information he might hav e been 
given in this regard by £ I was 



strictly figments of their Imaginations J thattthe FBI aoes not 
tolerate such Implications by unauthorized individuals and is 
taking definite steps to see this is thoroughly understood by 
all individuals inolved. 

Enclosed for the San Antonio is one verifax copy 
each of Dallas letter to Bureau dated 9/19/61 and Bureau letter 
To Dallas dated 9/29/61. 



LEAD: 



SAN ANTONIO OFFICE 



AT AUSTIN, TEXAS 



. UACB will interview^ 



of Texas along lines requested in rebuiet. 



at the University 
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UNITED ^STATES GOVERI 



'NT 



MemorandiWnj^/ 



I?' 



to : Mr. DeLoach 



date: 



8-31^61 



bb 
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ToUon - 
MoH* 

ColIohOA 

Coftrod 
DtLooch 
Evan* 
Mo loot 
Ro»*n 
Suihvoft j> 

Trotter . 

T«I«* Boom .» 
Ingram \^ 
Candy ■ 



subject: INQUIRY FROM SENATOR THOMAS H. KUCHEL 
REGARDING JOHN BIRCH SOCIETY (JBS) 
AND REQUEST TO SEE DIRECTOR AND RECEIVE 
SPECIAL TOUR OF FBI FACILITIES 




The Washington Field Office advised by letter of August 28, 
1961, that Senator Thomas H. Kuchel had been contacted by one of their 
Agents on that date in connection with an official mattef) Kuchel expressed 
great personal concern over the activities of t he John Birch Socie ty(JBS). 
He has taken an active stand against their activities ana tney nave denounced 
him publicly. He feels the society is seriously interfering with the FBI's 
jurisdiction in security matters and would like to have a meeting with the Director 
to discuss the specific action which can be taken both by him and the Bureau 
against the JBS. He also requested that he be permitted to take a personal 
tour of the FBI's facilities suggesting a time near the end of the present 
session of Congress or the week of 9-5-61. ^ j^Tjr.rT.TTCfl OTTATN2D 



INFORMATION IN BUREAU FILES: 



Bufiles reflect we have had cordial correspondence with Kuchel 
over the years. By letter of 7-11-61 the Director thanked Kuchel for his generous 
comments about the Director's administration of the FBI which Kuchel expressed 
in the Senate on 7-7-61. We last communicated with him by letter of 8-23-61 from 
the Director in connection with a constituent matter. 

The John Birch Socfety was founded in 12-58 in Indianapolis, 
Indiana, by Robert H. Welch, Jr. , of Belmont, Massachusetts. It is incor- 
porated under laws of State of Massachusetts; is allegedly anticommunist; has 
chapters throughout the country; and has not been investigated by the Bureau;, 
Welch and the Society in the past have been extremely critical of former 
President Eisenhower. (62-104A gl)_^^ ,r -LP J */o / ^ 
OBSERVATIONS 16^ CJl^f 

Because of the extremel y co ntroversial nature of the JBS, 
particularly among many of the promrnent-mwb^s of Congress, it is not felt 
^desirable the Director should discuss jthjUuna.tter -jatk Senator Kuchel . Howeve r, 



I 



s 
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v. 



' Jonesto DeLoach Memo 
RE: Congressman Kuchel 



because of Kuchel* s cordial attitude toward the Bureau perhaps, at a later date, 
arrangements could be made for the Director to briefly meet Kuchel at a time 
when the Director would not be drawn into the controversial nature of the JBS. 



RECOMMENDATIONS: 

(1) The Director not see Kuchel regarding the JBS. 



(2) Arrangements be made for Senator Kuchel to receive a 
special tour by a Special Agent assigned to the Crime Records Division. 



(3) You, or a representative of your office, contact Senator 
Kuchel and advise that his request has been relayed to the Director. However, 
the uncertainty of the Director's schedule will preclude his indicating a definite 
time to see the Senator. He should be advised the FBI has not investigated the 
JBS and consequently, can make no comments concerning it. During this contact, 
he should be cordially invited to receive a tour of our facilities here at FBI 
Headquarters. 
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O^TkONAt rORM NO. 19 



RNMENT 



UNftED STATES G(£ 

Memorandum 

to : Director, FBI 




jMr. Tolwn 
r. Belmc 
r. Mobr. 



FROM 



subject: 




REQUEST RECEIVED FROM 
THOMAS H. KUCHEL 

UNITED STATES SENATOR (CALIFORNIA) 



date: 8/28/61 



^mV« Belmont-,--^ 

tfr* CalUbAn — y 
Mr. ConraS. 
JktfT DeLoach 
Mr- Evans- 
;Mr. Malone 
Mr. Rose* 
Mr. Sullivan- 
Mr. TaveL 
Mr. Trottej 
Tele. Root 
Mr. Ingra m . ■ 
M!*$ Candy- 




On August 28, 1961, United States Senator THOMAS H* 
KUCHEL (California) , upon being contacted by an Agent of this 
office on an official matter, e^£ess^fl££reat personal con- 
cern over the activities of th eWoh n Bir cl} SocieLtAL ^He stated 
he feels the members of this ""society have xaRen upon themselves 
the responsibility of investigating the Americanism of various 
public officials and individuals ♦ Senator KUCHEL stated he 
personally has taken an active stand against the activities of 
this society and they in turn have denounced him publicly* He 
I stated he feels the society is seriously interfering with the 
iFBI's jurisdiction in security matters, and he would like some- 

Itime soon to have a conference with the Director to discuss the 
specific action which can be taken both by him and the Bureau 
in connection with this group* 

Senator KUCHEL also requested that he be permitted 
to take a personal tour of the FBI's facilities since he has 
heard so many favorable comments about them* He suggested 

Ithat a time nearer the end of the present session of Congress 
would serve him best and that possibly sometime next week 
would be suitable* 

Senator KUCHEL requested the interviewing Agent to 
\ furnish the above information to the Director. No commitments 
were made; however, he was advised that his request would be 

NOT T?VORDED' 



made known to the Director- 



' NOT TWORDED ' 
167 OCT 6J1961 <g<\ 
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ALL INFCCTTXGJ OTTAIIIED , 



1QR1 . ALL IN 



i \\ 



a 
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a 

o. 




i 



Mr, Kleinkauf 



October 12, 1961 



AIRTEL 



V* 



'*'^» To: SAC, San Antonio 



Jfy I»m! Director, IBI (62-104401) -fty^^- 



Moh? 

'Conrad «.„ 

j£vtfn* 
Mal ond 

Sullivan 
T-ovel -„,i^<. 

tele, B$dm 
Ingram 



JOHN BIRCH 80CIETT 
INFORMATION CONCERNING 
(INTERNAL SECURITY) 



Be Dallas letter 10/6/61 enclosing copies of 
Dallas letter to the Bureau date4 9/19/61 and Bulet to 
Dallas dated 9/29/61 for your office. 



with 
Aust 



HurMu indices do not conta in any record Identifiable 
| | the University of Texas, 

in* Te: 



xas. 



You are Instructed to promptly interview I 
in accordance with the lead set forth in relet and furnish 
the Bureau with the results thereof immediately upon conclusion 
of the Interview * 





O 
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a 
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1 - Dallas (100*10402) 

NOTE ON YELLOW: 



bo 
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from af 
with [ 



Dallas letter 9/19/61 f urnished information received 



Texas , and that | 

Join an organizaTIon — 3escelbfid_asJ 
Birch Society^ According to[ 
] .had been selected asf^ 



Istated he had become acquainted 

T Hardin Simmons University, Abilene, 
Jadvised hi m that| I had been selected to 
" * 1 ] the John 



at Texas Technological College, where [ 



1 had adv ised him that he 
I the org anization 
| and that 



of the professors of that college. | | also advised | |tnat 

information so furnished would be processed through the highe r 
chaiy£Ls of the Government and there would be times when | | would 
have to attest to such Information by maklngcaffidav1,ts hftrnrft 
Agents of the FBI. 



I 



(5) 



S , , i — MAIL, RO 



NOTE ON YELLOW CONTINUED ON* PAGF 



4> 




* 



Air t el to San Antonio 
Jle: John Birch Society 
62-104401 



that as a member of the organization lie 

- -- - - ■ 1 1 had to use 



. - - f 

would be allowed to carry a gun and in the event | , 

a gun to kill a communist the FBI would make sure there was 
no trouble about it since the TBI had tiles on all members of 
the 



organi zation. According to 
that I T might hear a rumor that 



also advised him 

Had been dishonorably 



discharged from the Mar jinn Corps; that hf had one© been ^rested 
in Abilene for stealing l 1 and that both of these 



in Abilene for ,stea.ling| i 

rumors were true but that both happenings were arran ged by the FBI. 

b6 BuTet 9/29/6X instructed Dallas to contact |__. — L 

b7c immediately and advise him that the statements made by 



lmmeaiaxexy ana »uvA»e «*«a v««.v ~ ~~ ~ , r "i ■ . . , 

were completely false and without foundation and to make sure that . 
r ~|under°t^ miMiinn also insJ^iflt^ g^g* 6 and 

S^iStl S! Wbleee who, along with ano ther individual identified 



only as 
organiz ation. 



Dallas 



during; the Int erviews of I 



had jyvn+a^ftri as members of this 
identified. 



JlwhoSe true 



L Per Bureau instructions 



1 admonished those 



, , f 

name turned out to be| r 

this matter we should have San Antonio interview 
same manner . ■ < •■ |.- 



in the 
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OPTIONAL, *ORM NO, 10 

JJNITED STATES 



/ 



" Memorandum 





Mohx, 



f Callahan , 

Conra4 * 



TO 



FROM 



Mr.- C. D. DeLoach 



D. C. Morrell 



pate: October 5,, 1961 



SUBJECT 

v2 yj 




Room * 
-Ingram — . 



By A letter 9-28-61, captioned individual advised she is a member 
•of the Johj£Bi^h*Society. She wants "a straight, honest-to^god answer" from 
the Director concerning whether the FBI considers tti e John*Birch Society a 
I subversive* or xommunist organization. ~"~ 



She. prof esses her" lovVfor America and points out that in "Masters 
of Deceit" the Director stressed the communist menace and the need for Americans 
to fight it, but states that if the Director does not "back, us up when we try tot 
| fightlt,":he is sending her and her associates "out to dobattle with bur^hands 
I tied behind our backs." All she wants from the Director is ah "honest 7 answer" 
and states this will determine whether she remains a "Bircher.Jl, 'i , ? ^ . 

• * (•> 

Bufiles reflect a prior letter from captioned individual in.1957, 
I in which she accused the Director of lying with regard to Bureau 'Agents allegedly 
I holding persons incommunicado in the Xittle Rock school case; Hfer4etter was 
:not acknowledged. . She wrote again on 11-25-60, alleging a Federaj^fUectton 
Laws violation claiming her riame!was crossed out from the voting registerrbut 
that she was eventually allowed to vote. Her letter was acknowledged on 12-9-60 
and she was advised the matter had been referred to the Civil Rights Division of 
the -Department 



OBSERVATION: 



ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED . 
HSRSIN IS UNaUCCfflE P vX 



i' In view of the above information, it is believed this matter can 

Ibest be handled by the attached in-absence reply because it is felt if we do not 
acknowledge correspondent's letter, or. give her a form in-absence response, 
she would continue to ftrite -the Bureau for a reply. £^ - /0YW/''~ 

FX-JJp,, b6 *3 0CT12 1961 Q 



RECOMMENDATION^ ,< ^ ^ ,p lt j \\ > b7c 
n^i Un»nhaA <n-QKgpnce letter be sent./ 





Enclosure 



I! 




Mr. Bctmo: 
Mr. MohrS 
Mf« <^1UHa 
Mr. Coa^/^/T 
Mr. DfgJhJi^L 

Mr. ^l^Lonc.^^- 
Mr. Zvoscn___ 
Mr. Suliivaru— 

Mr. YaveL « 

Mr. 

TcU, ft»>nv. „ 

Mr. Ingram,.,,-,, 




b6 

b7C 



^A««ff!x ^ — 7^ — 



6 OCT 

CORKESPOl 



T. 



OM(0NAl FORM NO. 10 
,0)0-104-01 

UNITED STATES^JOVJERNMENT 

Memorandum 



TO 



DIRJEDTOR, FBI (62-104401) 



date:io/16/61 



SAN ANTONIO (100-9455) 



,JOHlftlRCH SOCIETY 
INFORMATION CONCERNING 
(INTERNAL SECURITY) 



b6 

b7C 



subject: 



Re Dallas letter to the Director, 9/19/61, Bureau 
letter to Dallas, dated .9/29/61, and Dallas letter to 
Director, dated 10/6/61. 



On Oct ober 13 j 1961, Mr. [ 



1 The Unive rsity of Texas, residing at |_ 



1 



Texas, was contacted "by SA GEORGE 

ft, t. CARLSON, and SA H. "T. BURK, -in the Student Union 
Building at The University of Texas. Several .attempts had 

been ma de to contact him at Ms apartment at | 

Tsith negative results. 



Mr, 



was very humble, Admitted his mistake, 



and apnlngiged for having partic ipated in the incident in 



Abilene, Texas, in 



He readily admitted that 



he was not thinking , and now realized the seriousness. of the 
incident. 

Instructions contained in Bureau letter, September 29, 
1961, were .followed, and | | was admonished accordingly . 

He was also apprised of the .Bureau f s responsibilities in 
internal security field. 



Mr. 



^ . , | indicated a very high regard for the, 

,FBI, and promised that he would never permit himself to be- 
come involved in such an incident in the future. Be was 
also very appreciative of the Bureau f s position in this 
matter j and expressed regret that it was necessary to -take 
the Agents* time in this matter. 
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RUC U & SJil 
(^Bureau (RM) 
2-Dallas (100-: 
a 1-San Antonio 



A 



^ '/ (5>;^ ^CX 



i£a~ A- . 



1 . >J>#4,. *f 
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OPTION^* fCKM ^IO, 10 



f 



UNITED STATES GOVERiAnT 

^ Memorandum 



TO 



FROM 



: Mr. De Loach 



date: 10-11-61 
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Teje. Room . 
Ingram , 



subject: 



GEORGIA 



Captioned Individual, 



John 



JgrxkXfor whom the Johrairch S ociety i s named) personally visited the Bureau 



on the afternoon of October 11, "mbi. andspoke wlth.SA Jam es R. Healy/ Crime 



Research Se ction. 
Air Force at 



I 



to attend a Pentagon conference. 



the United States 



Georgia, and is in Washington 

all' information;conta™d 



b6 
b7C 



furnished. a copy of a column Xat^Kedpby^c^arSa m ' Cwiioi 



is on the Special Correspondents' List), editor of "The Macon News," which quotes 
a portion of the Director's-recent statement "The Communist Party Line" urging 
citizens to approach the communist me nace in a .positive rather - than negative 
fashion. | I George S.KBlrch of Route 1, Macon, Georgia , 

asked him to bring this clipping to the Bureau anf determine if this truly refleHed 
Mr. Hoover's views and if it was aimed at any anticommunists in. particular. 



The strictly investigative nature of the FBI was pointed out to 
along with the fact that it would not be proper for the FBI to comment 



Mr. 

on .this editorial expression, 
for itself. 



He was) told that Mr. Hoover's pamphlet speaks 



b6 
b7C 



]expressed his admiration for the 



During the interview, Mr., ...^ 

FBI and the Director's leadership and was, most appreciative for the opportunity 
to speak with one of the Dire ctor's representatives. Bufiles reflect nothing 



identifiable with Mr. 



in Georgia. 



RECOMMENDATION: 



For information. 



Enclosure 

1 - Mr. DeLoach}^3§ 
1 - Mr. Sullivan^ 




^§ OCT 23 
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UMg&I) ^STATES govAment 



Memorandum 



ToUon „ 

Betaont- 
Mohjf^ 



to ; 
from : 

subject: 
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Mr. W. C. Sullivan 



date: October 20, 1961 



A Evans ^ 
j^^*Mcdone - 
*^ Rosea — 
Sullivan a 
Tavel~- 
Trotter 




Mr. F. J, Baumgar 
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JOHN BIRCH SOCIETY 
INFORMATION CONCERNING 
(INTERNAL SECURITY) 



Dallas better 9/19/61 fu 



1 
1 
1 
1 



Mr. Belmont 

Mr. Sullivan 

Mr. Baumgardner 

Mr. Kleinkauf 



ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HERSIil IS UNCUSSJ^OT— 



Tele. Boom , 
Ingram , ,, , 



Gandy 



Texas. I 



rn 

1 T 



DATES^sS^S 



ished informatibn received f rom 
Texas Technological Col^£ge_£TTC) , 



stated he had become acquainted with 



thaT 
orgai 
that 



{Hardin Sim mons Un iversity (HSU), Abilene, Texas; 

J advised him t hat he | | had been selected to join an ^ 
described as |_ Ithe John Birch Society: 



1 



~j advised 
"Higher 



, , advised him he ! ~ 

of the organization at TTC; that I I 

on the communist activities of professors at TTC; and that | 
him the information so furnished would be processed throii£hI2E 

channels of the' 'Government and there would be times when| | would have 

to attest to such information bv making affidavits before Agents of the 
FBI. According to | j also advised him that as a member of 

rganization he would be allowed to carry a gun and in the event 
had to use a gun to kill a communist the FBI would make sure there 
no trouble about i t since the FBI had files on all members? of the 
orga nization . | | also advised [ | might hear rumors 

thatf | had been dishonorably discharged from the ffarine Corns: 




n. I | also advised [ | might 

]had been dishonorably discharged from the Mj 
[once been arrested in Abilene for stealing \_ 



that he had _ 
i and that both *pf these rumors were true but both happenings had been 
1 arranged 'by the FBI, On one occasion at 
l to Abilene where he me 
^S.namfily, 



■a 



5 



_ 1 proceeded 

two other members of the alleged organization 



later identified by the Dallas Office ast 

Abilene .rhi»*g+.lpn follpgft (ACfll. anri-l ~T 



I yiater identified by Dallas as 
the University ? of Texas, Austin, Texas . 

" Pursuant to instruct ions c ontained in Bulet 9/29/61 the Dallas 
Office advised on 10/6/61 that I ~| was contacted and it was emphasized 
to him the FBI is in no /manner involved in any of the activities of 



Ov 



been given in this reg 

of their imaginations 

advised that their act&ns in this regard were strictly 

T hey wear 



and that any Information he might have 

TEose three in dividuals was strictly figments 
I were interviewed and they 



lark" and 



college prank.' 
62-104401 



-620CT 2619 




fi£C- 40 



dmonished to, refrain from engaging^in 



b6 
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_ - sal £ 




Memorandum to Mr, Sullivan 
Re: John Birch. Society 
62-104401 



activities which would encroach on or interfere with the responsibilities 
of this Bureau in the internal security field and they were told in no 
uncertain terms to cease and desist from making any such statements or 
taking any such action in the future indicating the Bureau is in agree- 
ment With or in hark n f anv such acti vities on their parts. ThfiSft 
individuals identifie d [ | to Dallas Agents as being 

the University of Texas, Austin, Texas. 



interviewed 
During the 



P ursuant to instructions the San Antonio Office located and 

Ja nd advis ed by letter 10/16/61 of this contact. b u 
,ew | | was admonished along the same lines that 

]had been admonished. He was very humble, admitted 



his mistake and apologized for having participated in such an incident. 
He stated he was very appreciative of the Bureau f s position in this 
matter; expressed regret that it was necessary to take the Agents 1 time 
in this matter; promised he would never permit himself to become involved 
in such a situation in the future; and expressed a very high regard for 
the FBI. 



ACTION: 



None. For information. 
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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 



^1 

Memorandum 



■DIRECTOR, FBI 



date: 10/26/61 



FROM/f $AC, CINCINNATI (100-13536.) 



subject: "THE JOHN BIRCH SOCIETY 
INFORMATION CONCERNING 



On 10/5/61, Mr. 



Jewish Community Council, 1*34 Salcra Avenue., 

Dayton, Ohio, was contacted at his request, as he 
advised he had some information concerning the John 
wirch society, w hich might be oX interest to the Bureau, 



b6 



2E 



JEE 



advised SA ROBERT H. 3KRTKS -that the. 
■HrtfUftfcv in the navton area was[ 



thJI 
.He felt W 



accidental Life insurance company, 
reason for stepping down was not because he has ha a 'a 



change of heart., but that he found his :open asso ciation with 
the Society .was hurting his business. 



Ohio. 



residing at 



Originally the Society was composed of eight 
cells In the 'Dayton area, but now has expanded to more, 
which he estimated to be about twelve. They no longer 
refer to themselves as cells of the John Birch Society, 
due to the recent unfavorable publicity the Society .has 
received. Their plan now Is to set up what I I tended 
"Front .Groups % however., .he knew of no specific .groups 
that have been uet up nor any names they were using. He 
advised at the present time they are calling themselves 



b6 



merely Discussion Groups, 




Uffl 



stated .he i3 receiving most of h 

iatlon~cQnc' J erning the Society Xrom a source., 



.general Jackson Heating company, nor™ uewsDurg 
Avenue . 



i^X Bureau 

1 - Cincinnati (100-1353^, 





11 



as* 




ooi* ( so is; 1 . 



♦ 



CI U00313536 



1 



l^gfctendlng meetings of .a^ 



TjTheynx^et .approximately every two rweeKSi^nave ,rio. s 
sp^cTTic, meeting, date i but meet only when .the u g?6up is i: t 
called together, i .There* are^afcout twenty ^persons; in the 
group. A recent suggestion made at a meeting was to 
research each other to determine whether everyone present 
was tru ly a be liever in the aims and purposes of the 



troup . [ 
arried out. 



did not know whether this -suggestion was 




Among the members of the group were the following: 

the Daughters of the 



Mrs. 

jaerican Pftvniu ticja^ 

'Ministers .nf t. 



Station 



Brothern 
Television 



Mr. 

Association. 



the Kentucky Veterans 



I 



l advised that he has he'aW-ttia 
land his wife, residing at | 



'/?3 



up a .group in their neighbornooa. 



j nave started 



He stated that on| | an open meeting was 

held at Wohlleben Hall, University of Dayton, Dayton, Ohio. 
This meeting was one of a series of meetings, which 
originated with the symposium conducted by Assistant Director 
wtt.t;tam sult.tvan of the FBI i n the early part of 1961. 

P»Hi-.^fl1 Science Department 

at the university ana| 



of the John Birch Society in Indiana I 

During the course of the m^Itigr the following persons srooa 
upland stated they would form discussion groups: 

frs 
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did not know whether the above persons 
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